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Composition

Ashley Albers, DO HMDC, Four Seasons Compassion For Life, NC  

Jenny Blechman, MD HMDC Partners In Care, OR 

Bernice Burkarth, MD HMDC, Treasure Coast Hospice, FL 

Robert Crook, MD FAAHPM FACP, Mount Carmel Hospice and Palliative Medicine, OH 

Kevin Doyle, MD, Kindred, AZ 

Robert Friedman, MD FAAFP FAAHPM HMDC, Hospice of Austin, TX 

Charles Mills, MD FACP HMDC FAAHPM, VNA of Manchester & Southern New Hampshire, NH 

Michael Parmer, DO CPE, Care Partners, MI 

Angela Stiltner, MD HMDC, Hospice of the Piedmont, VA 

John Turns, MD HMDC, Kindred, CA 

 

Purpose 

Item Writers are subject matter experts (SMEs) who write, reference, and review items used for the 
HMDCB certification examination. SMEs develop items according to the content outline that reflect 
the knowledge, skills, and abilities needed by a hospice physician. An orientation session will train 
item writers to write high-quality, psychometrically sound items that are reviewed at multiple 
levels for possible inclusion in the examination item bank. 

 

Scope and Timeline of Work  

► Participate in workshop October 2017; training and production of test questions will occur 
during the in-person meeting 

► Apply the concepts presented in the tutorials and item writer manual to the development of 
each item 

► Based on the production of work at the workshop, potentially write a few additional items as 
“homework” in October/November. 


